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Welcome to Bridging the Gap: Empowering and Educating Today’s Learners in Statistics:
Proceedings of the 11™ International Conference on Teaching Statistics!

ICOTS11 surely will be remembered for many firsts, among them: the first ICOTS held in hybrid form, the
first ICOTS to be held in September, and the first ICOTS to have presentations in three different languages
with proceedings that include papers written in three different languages. Even though there were many
hurdles to overcome for ICOTS11 to occur, we came together as a community, both face-to-face and
virtually, with representatives from 42 countries who share a common commitment to empower and educate
today’s learners in statistics.

As was the case for the five ICOTS that preceded ICOTS11, the double-blind referee process was optional
for authors. A total of 206 author teams opted to have their papers undergo refereeing, and 773 requests were
sent to almost 400 individuals to review those papers. A total of 278 referees responded to the requests, each
providing feedback on anywhere from one to six papers. These referees assessed papers for their scholarly
contribution, relevance, review of related work, methodological quality, and quality of writing. Additionally,
referees provided educative feedback for authors to consider when revising their papers for publication in the
proceedings. Each paper was read by two, three, or four referees, and overall, the referees provided valuable
and insightful feedback, contributing to the quality of papers included in the proceedings. Of the 170
proceedings papers that were refereed, 77% were accepted as refereed, which is in line with previous ICOTS.
Those papers are designated as “refereed” in the proceedings.

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as Lead Editor of the ICOTS11 proceedings and to work with a
team of committed professionals who all have a passion for statistics education. | am humbled by the
responsiveness and devotion of so many volunteers from referees to authors to the International Programme
Committee (IPC) team to support the conference and these proceedings. Thank you to all who contributed to
a successful ICOTS11 conference; enjoy the resulting proceedings that are filled with an abundance of
insights that benefitted from the diverse expertise and contexts of all involved.

Sincerely,
SusanA. (Sue) Peters

Lead Editor, ICOTS11 Proceedings
University of Louisville, Kentucky, USA
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